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Theories and Models of L3 CLI and
Transfer

Cumulative Enhancement (Flynn et al., 2004)

L2 Status Factor (Bardel & Falk, 2007)

L1 Transfer (Hermas, 2010)

Typological Primacy (Rothman, 2010)

Language of Community (Fallah et al, 2016)

Linguistic Proximity (Westergaard et al., 2017)

Scalpel Model (Slabakova, 2017 )

Top-Down Cognitive Control (Green, 2017)

Full Transfer Potential (Westergaard, 2021)
Grammatical Mapping (Fernandez-Berkes & Flynn, in press)

Cumulative Input Threshold Hypothesis (Cabrelii &

Iverson, in press)
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Research Questions

Does previous grammatical gender knowledge from the
L1 and/or L2 influence L3 grammatical gender acquisition?

Does the role/influence of previous grammatical gender
knowledge change throughout the L3 acquisition process?

How might age/order of acquisition and language similarity
promote or inhibit the transfer of previous grammatical
gender knowledge to the L37
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Grammatical Gender

German:
Der Mann Die Frau | Das Madchen
The man | The woman The girl
Masculine | Feminine Neuter
Romance:
Spanish El chico La chica
French Le garcon La fille
Italian Il ragazzo | La ragazza
Portuguese | O menino | A garota
: The boy The girl
S Masculine | Feminine
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® L1 gender can transfer to L2 (i.e. Franceschina, 2005)

® Even between more typologically distant languages (i.e.
Sabourin, 2001)
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L1 gender can transfer to L2 (i.e. Franceschina, 2005)

® Even between more typologically distant languages (i.e.
Sabourin, 2001)

L2ers without gender in their L1 are able to develop a
gender system (White et al., 2004; Sagarra and
Herschensohn, 2010)

Key differences between offline vs. online experimental
grammatical gender tasks (Dtugosz, 2021)

How do L1 vs L2 gender systems influence L3 gender
development?

® At the onset of L3 acquisition

® At later points in the development process
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Experiment 1: Brown (2020a)

® Online survey and grammaticality judgement task via
Qualtrics

e Sequential Spanish/English bilinguals

e “Beginner’ German learners
® <1 year (two semesters) L3 German instruction
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Experiment 1: Brown (2020a)

Online survey and grammaticality judgement task via
Qualtrics

Sequential Spanish/English bilinguals

“Beginner” German learners
® <1 year (two semesters) L3 German instruction

Intermediate or higher L2 proficiency
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Qualtrics

“Beginner” German learners

Online survey and grammaticality judgement task via

Sequential Spanish/English bilinguals

® <1 year (two semesters) L3 German instruction

Intermediate or higher L2 proficiency

Language Background

Number of Participants

L1 English L2 Spanish L3 German 11
Experimens 3. L1 Spanish L2 English L3 German 10
L1 English L2 German 11




Grammatical
Gender
Acquisition
ina
Trilingual
Context:
Initial
Transfer and
Ongoing
Development

Megan M.
Brown

Third
Langauge
(L3)
Acquisition
Theories and
Models in L3

Grammatical
Gender

Experiment
1: Cross-
Sectional
Grammati-
cality
Judgement
Task
Experiment 1:
Cross-Sectional

Grammaticality
Judgement Task

Procedures
Results

Key Findings

German Grammaticality Judgement
Task




Grammatical
Gender
Acquisition
ina
Trilingual
Context:
Initial
Transfer and
Ongoing
Development

Megan M.
Brown

Third
Langauge
(L3)
Acquisition
Theories and
Models in L3

Grammatical
Gender

Experiment
1: Cross-
Sectional
Grammati-
cality
Judgement
Task
Experiment 1:
Cross-Sectional

Grammaticality
Judgement Task

Procedures
Results

Key Findings

German Grammaticality Judgement

Gender Mismatch

*Das Baum st grol
Thepy treepy is tall

Task



Grammatical
Gender
Acquisition
ina
Trilingual
Context:
Initial
Transfer and
Ongoing
Development

Megan M.
Brown

Third
Langauge
(L3)
Acquisition
Theories and
Models in L3

Grammatical
Gender

Experiment
1: Cross-
Sectional
Grammati-
cality
Judgement
Task

Experiment 1
Cross-Sectional
Grammaticality
Judgement Task

Procedures
Results

Key Findings

German Grammaticality Judgement
Task

Gender Mismatch

*Das Baum st grol
Thepy treepy is tall

Words reflecting biological gender were not included



Grammatical
Gender
Acquisition
ina
Trilingual
Context:
Initial
Transfer and
Ongoing
Development

Megan M.
Brown

Theories and
Models in L3

Grammatical
Gender

Experiment 1
Cross-Sectional
Grammaticality
Judgement Task

Procedures
Results

Key Findings

German Grammaticality Judgement
Task

Gender Mismatch

*Das Baum st grol
Thepy treepy; is tall

Words reflecting biological gender were not included

Error questions were balanced in terms of:



Grammatical
Gender
Acquisition
ina
Trilingual
Context:
Initial
Transfer and
Ongoing
Development

Megan M.
Brown

Theories and
Models in L3

Grammatical
Gender

Experiment 1
Cross-Sectional
Grammaticality
Judgement Task

Procedures
Results

Key Findings

German Grammaticality Judgement
Task

Gender Mismatch

*Das Baum st grol
Thepy treepy; is tall

Words reflecting biological gender were not included

Error questions were balanced in terms of:
German Gender
Error Direction (M — F, M — N ect.)
Spanish Gender
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Scoring

Gender Assignment vs. Gender Concord
Grammatical Gender Task

Tiir (Doorg)

Derm Dieg Dasy

Grammaticality judgment tasks were graded based on
participants’ perceived gender of individual lexical items.
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Experiment 1: Scoring

Gender Assignment vs. Gender Concord
Grammatical Gender Task

Tiir (Doorg)

Derm Dief Dasy

Grammaticality judgment tasks were graded based on
participants’ perceived gender of individual lexical items.
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Percent Score

Experiment 1 Results
Brown (2020)

754

504

254

L1 English L1 English
L2 German L2 Spanish
L3 German

Speaker Group

L1 Spanish
L2 English
L3 German

N
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® Beginner L3 German learners with L2 Spanish were better
at identifying gender errors in L3 German.
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Experiment 1: Key Findings

BUT...

® No interference was found from nouns with different
Spanish genders.

® These participants were beginners but not initial state
learners.
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Experiment 1: Key Findings

BUT...

® No interference was found from nouns with different
Spanish genders.

® These participants were beginners but not initial state
learners.

e Are these results from initial transfer or some later
developmental difference?
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Experiment 2
Longitudinal L3 Development

e Dissertation project aiming to tease apart the findings of
Experiment 1.
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A German listening task involving virtual eye-tracking
A German self-paced reading task

A German gender assignment task (only at second
meeting)

Multilingual LEAP-Q

Proficiency and gender knowledge assessment in other
known languages
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Experiment 2 Participants

® “Ab initio” German learners

® True beginners with no previous German exposure

® |ntermediate or higher L2 proficiency
® Spanish, French, Italian, & Portuguese

Language Background

Number of Participants

L1 English L2 Romance L3 German 10
L1 Romance L2 English L3 German 6
L1 English L2 German 10
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